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Bengal Partition Repository

Bengal Partition Repository is a digital attempt of Netaji
Subhas Open University to collect chronicles on Bengal
Partition. The repository itself developed as people’s
endeavor under a people’s university. It has been framed
by individual memories and collection shared by the people
during the epoch making of Indian sub-continent, 1947 and
the 1971, the formation of Bangladesh. Primarily, an UGC-
DEB sponsored research project was taken up to collect
personal memories, mementos and writings on Bengal
Partition in 2016 within the working praxis of this Open
University. To reach out people for such endeavor using the
network of an OU across the state of West Bengal is none
the less an interesting venture to all of us. Subsequently
this initiative has been tied up with other universities of
Bangladesh as well. This is to note that this project is

broadly associated with humanities where the story of

trauma, agony, sense of loss and gain, tragedy & triumph
has curved the path of narration—may be the history.

The interviews have been collected from various
districts of West Bengal and a few of Bangladesh. Almost
fifty researchers from different schools, colleges &
universities of West Bengal have been interviewing people
for last three years. MoU has been signed with the English
Discipline(2017-18), Khulna University & Bangladesh
Open University(2019-20) respectively. Those attempts
were useful to reach the unreached lived in districts or
downtown away from the acropolis. Various shades of
life and different social strata in narratives inculcates the
parabola of power structure in contemporary living after
seven decades of independence of India.

While interviewing, the language that has been used

for interaction and representation of the memoirs is Bangla.
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English has not been used as a medium in any field surveys
or interviews as well. The interviews chosen in the project are
known to the interviewers, in many cases they are relatives
and have blood relation. They were free to narrate their
own story without any intervening questionnaire. In a sense
the interviews recorded in this project is the life story of
the interviewee as told on that day and particular situation.
However the project has noted some basic information of
the interviewee and written permission prior to fix the date
of face to face recording.These information constitutes the
present catalogue of which video & audio versions are kept
on record offline with due credit.

This is a very humble attempt, incomplete too, from our
end will surely be carried out vastly and decisively on Bengal

Partition in future.

29 February, 2020 Manan Kumar Mandal
DD26, Sector 1 Director, School of Humanities

Salt Lake City, Kolkata
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